SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

Native American History of Sonoma County
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit (Optional)

Curriculum Objective:

The curriculum aims to educate students about specific historical artifacts
from Native American culture as a way to connect them to practices and
values of Native American life in Sonoma County. Native peoples live in close
relationship to the land and ecology and many of these historical artifacts

tell a story not only of daily practices but also of extensive knowledge of the
surrounding landscape and ecology. This curriculum seeks to broaden students’
understanding of Native American life in Sonoma County and illustrate their
connection to this abundant place.

Curriculum Overview*:

*This curriculum was adapted from the following California Indian Museum and Cultural
Center lesson plans: CIMCC Oak Woodland Introduction & CIMCC Traditional Ecological
Knowledge Case Study: Fire

After students explore the exhibit through a topic-specific tour and scavenger
hunt activity, they will have the opportunity to delve more deeply into the
topic of Oak Woodland Ecology and the use of Fire as a way of supporting
biodiversity. There is a Food Ecology activity where students engage in the
biodiversity of Oak Woodlands by considering how humans, plants and animals
are interdependent. There is also an optional biodiversity coloring activity.

Essential Questions:

How did local Native peoples care for this land?

What is the relationship between objects and the local ecology and
environment?

What can we learn from the ethics and values of Native peoples to inform
our present day?

Essential Vocabulary:

Place, Community, Representation, Site-Specific, Storytelling, Identity,
Biodiversity, Cultural Heritage, Species, Wappo, Pomo, Coast Miwok, Acorns,
Oak Trees, Basketry, Environmentalism, Obsidian, Trade, Ecosystem
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https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-4-Oak-Woodlands-Introduction.pdf
https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-8-Traditonal-Ecological-Knowledge-Case-Study-Fire.pdf
https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-8-Traditonal-Ecological-Knowledge-Case-Study-Fire.pdf
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California State Teaching Standards:

Art
Adv.VA:Cn10: Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and
personal life with art-making approaches to create meaningful works of art.
Prof.VA:Pré6: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or
collection has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political
beliefs and understandings.

Ethnic Studies

« Cultivate empathy, community actualization, cultural perpetuity, self-
worth, self-determination, and the holistic well-being of all participants,
especially Native People/s and Black, Indigenous, and People of Color

Learning Segment Overview*:

*This curriculum was adapted from the following
California Indian Museum and Cultural Center lesson plans:
CIMCC Oak Woodland Introduction
CIMCC Traditional Ecological Knowledge Case Study: Fire

Day 1: Museum Visit - 90 mins

o Exhibition Tour: Highlighting Native American history past and present:
How have Native Americans cultivated and practiced resiliance through
generations of forced migration, violence and discrimination?

Native History Scavenger Hunt: Students will learn more about the Native
people’s stories and connection to Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt
Oak Woodland, Fire Ecology & Native Relationship Slideshow &
Ecosystem Cards Activity: Students will have an opportunity to learn more
about the Oak Woodland ecology and the importance of caring for these
landscapes on Native life and practices, specifically highlighting the use of
fire to support these landscapes

Optional Day 2: Classroom Visit - 50-90 mins

e Recap + Share Out: Students share highlights from interviews

e Tending the Wild episode & EdPuzzle: Cultural Burning

e Wrap-Up + Reflection: Invite students to share their reflections on what
they learned about local Native American history.
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https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-4-Oak-Woodlands-Introduction.pdf
https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-8-Traditonal-Ecological-Knowledge-Case-Study-Fire.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VbUQZTs2eQWNUd2CgV7PVTxtAtokpCbvSCPBR7OF1lc/edit?usp=sharing
https://edpuzzle.com/media/5f2898772b1e903f2a104eb2
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1. How long the Native Peoples of Sonoma County say they have been
here?

2. What are the three tribes within what is now called Sonoma County?

3. How many threads are in the largest basket on display?

4. What was traded regionally in California among Native peoples?

5. There are at least four purposes to baskets. What are they? List them
below:

6. Name a primary historical food source of a Native person’s diet?

7. What is the significance of Oak Trees to Native peoples’ and what does
it say about how to tend these trees?

8. What group of foreign travelers did the Native peoples first encounter
here?
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9. When and why did Native peoples start to be displaced off their lands?

10. What disease did the Native peoples here become afflicted by
through an epidemic in the 1930s?

11. During the agrigultural boom in Sonoma County, what were Native
peoples sought for their knowledge of?

12. What was the name of the tribal festival that aligns with the Spring
planting time?

13. What was the name of the Coast Miwok family that established a
commercial fishery in Bodega Bay?

9. What was Lake Sonoma called before it was engineered into Lake
Sonoma?

10. What motivated Native basket weavers to organize and protest the
environmental impact of creating Lake Sonoma?

Native Peoples’s History - High School Scavenger Hunt Page 2
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Oakwoodland Biodiversity: Quail  wmuseum




SONOMA COUNTY STORIES /\/\




SONOMA COUNTY STORIES /\/\

Oakwoodland Biodiversity: Coyote MUSEUM
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Oakwoodland Biodiversity: Mule Deer _ museum
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