
 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  H i st o r y  of  S o n o m a  Co u nt y 
H i g h  S c h o o l  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t  (O p t i o n a l )

C u r r i c u l u m  O b j e c t i ve :

The curriculum aims to educate students about specif ic  historical  artifacts 
from Native American culture as a way to connect them to practices and 
values of Native American l ife in Sonoma County.  Native peoples l ive in close 
relationship to the land and ecology and many of these historical  artifacts 
tell  a  story not only of  daily  practices but also of extensive knowledge of the 
surrounding landscape and ecology.  This curriculum seeks to broaden students’ 
understanding of Native American l ife in Sonoma County and i l lustrate their 
connection to this  abundant place. 

C u r r i c u l u m  O ve r v i e w * :

* Th i s  c u r r i c u l u m  w a s  a d a p te d  fro m  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  Ca l i fo r n i a  I n d i a n  M u s e u m  a n d  Cu l t u ra l 
Ce nte r  l e ss o n  p l a n s :  C I M CC  O a k  Wo o d l a n d  I nt ro d u c t i o n  &  C I M CC  Tra d i t i o n a l  E c o l o g i c a l 
K n o w l e d g e  Ca s e  S t u d y:  F i re

After students explore the exhibit  through a topic-specif ic  tour and scavenger 
hunt activity,  they will  have the opportunity to delve more deeply into the 
topic of  Oak Woodland Ecology and the use of Fire as a way of supporting 
biodiversity.  There is  a Food Ecology activity where students engage in the 
biodiversity of  Oak Woodlands by considering how humans,  plants and animals 
are interdependent.  There is  also an optional  biodiversity coloring activity. 

E s s e nt i a l  Q u e st i o n s : 

•	 How did local  Native peoples care for this  land?
•	 What is  the relationship between objects and the local  ecology and 

environment ?
•	 What can we learn from the ethics and values of Native peoples to inform 

our present day? 

E s s e nt i a l  Vo c a b u l a r y : 

P l a c e ,  Co m m u n i t y,  R e p re s e nt a t i o n ,  S i t e -S p e c i f i c ,  S t o r y t e l l i n g ,  I d e nt i t y, 
B i o d i v e r s i t y,  C u lt u ra l  H e r i t a g e ,  S p e c i e s ,  Wa p p o,  P o m o,  Co a st  M i w o k ,  Ac o r n s , 
O a k  Tre e s ,  B a s ke t r y,  E n v i ro n m e nt a l i s m ,  O b s i d i a n ,  Tra d e ,  E c o s y st e m

P a ge  1N at i ve  P e o p le s ’s  H i st o r y  -  H i g h  S c h o o l 

https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-4-Oak-Woodlands-Introduction.pdf
https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-8-Traditonal-Ecological-Knowledge-Case-Study-Fire.pdf
https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-8-Traditonal-Ecological-Knowledge-Case-Study-Fire.pdf


 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  H i st o r y  of  S o n o m a  Co u nt y 
H i g h  S c h o o l  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t  (O p t i o n a l )

Ca l i fo r n i a  S t at e  Te a c h i n g  S t a n d a rd s :

A r t
•	 Adv.VA:Cn10: Synthesize knowledge of social ,  cultural,  historical ,  and 

personal l ife with art-making approaches to create meaningful  works of art.
• 	 P rof.VA : P r 6 :  A n a l y z e  a n d  d e s c r i b e  t h e  i m p a c t  t h a t  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  o r 

c o l l e c t i o n  h a s  o n  p e r s o n a l  a wa re n e ss  of  s o c i a l ,  c u lt u ra l ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l 
b e l i e fs  a n d  u n d e r st a n d i n g s . 

E t h n i c  S t u d i e s
• 	 C u lt i va t e  e m p a t h y,  c o m m u n i t y  a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  c u lt u ra l  p e r p e t u i t y,  s e l f-

w o r t h ,  s e l f- d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  h o l i st i c  w e l l- b e i n g  of  a l l  p a r t i c i p a nt s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  N a t i v e  P e o p l e /s  a n d  B l a c k ,  I n d i g e n o u s ,  a n d  P e o p l e  of  Co l o r

Le a r n i n g  S e g m e nt  O ve r v i e w * : 
* Th i s  c u r r i c u l u m  w a s  a d a p te d  fro m  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  

Ca l i fo r n i a  I n d i a n  M u s e u m  a n d  Cu l t u ra l  Ce nte r  l e ss o n  p l a n s :
C I M CC  O a k  Wo o d l a n d  I nt ro d u c t i o n

C I M CC  Tra d i t i o n a l  E c o l o g i c a l  K n o w l e d g e  Ca s e  S t u d y:  F i re
 

Day 1:  Museum Visit  -  90 mins

•	 Exhibition Tour:  Highlighting Native American history past and present: 
How have Native Americans cult ivated and practiced resi l iance through 
generations of  forced migration,  v iolence and discr imination?

•	 Native History Scavenger Hunt:  Students will  learn more about the Native 
people’s  stories and connection to Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt

•	 Oak Woodland, Fire Ecology & Native Relationship Slideshow & 
Ecosystem Cards Activity:  Students will  have an opportunity to learn more 
about the Oak Woodland ecology and the importance of caring for these 
landscapes on Native l ife and practices,  specif ically  highlighting the use of 
f ire to support these landscapes 

Optional Day 2:  Classroom Visit  -  50-90 mins

• 	 Re c a p  +  S h a re  O u t :  S t u d e nt s  s h a re  h i g h l i g ht s  f ro m  i nt e r v i e w s
• 	 Te n d i n g  t h e  W i ld  e p i s o d e  &  Ed P u z z le :  C u lt u ra l  B u r n i n g
• 	 Wra p - U p  +  Re f le c t i o n :  I n v i t e  st u d e nt s  t o  s h a re  t h e i r  re f l e c t i o n s  o n  w h a t 

t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  l o c a l  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  h i st o r y.

P a ge  2N at i ve  P e o p le s ’s  H i st o r y  -  H i g h  S c h o o l 

https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-4-Oak-Woodlands-Introduction.pdf
https://cimcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Section-1-Lesson-8-Traditonal-Ecological-Knowledge-Case-Study-Fire.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VbUQZTs2eQWNUd2CgV7PVTxtAtokpCbvSCPBR7OF1lc/edit?usp=sharing
https://edpuzzle.com/media/5f2898772b1e903f2a104eb2


 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
N a t i ve  P e o p le ’s  H i sto r y  S c a ve n ge r  H u nt 

H i g h  S c h o o l
N a m e :

1 .  H o w  l o n g  t h e  N at i ve  P e o p le s  of  S o n o m a  Co u nt y  s ay  t h e y  h ave  b e e n 
h e re ?

2 .  W h at  a re  t h e  t h re e  t r i b e s  w i t h i n  w h at  i s  n o w  c a l le d  S o n o m a  Co u nt y ?

1 )
2 )
3 )

3 .  H o w  m a ny  t h re a d s  a re  i n  t h e  l a rge st  b a s ke t  o n  d i s p l ay ?

4.  W h at  wa s  t ra d e d  re g i o n a l ly  i n  Ca l i fo r n i a  a m o n g  N at i ve  p e o p le s ?

5 .  T h e re  a re  at  le a st  fo u r  p u r p o s e s  t o  b a s ke t s .  W h at  a re  t h e y ?  L i st  t h e m 
b e l o w :

1 ) 

2 ) 

3 ) 

4 )

6 .  N a m e  a  p r i m a r y  h i st o r i c a l  fo o d  s o u rc e  of  a  N at i ve  p e r s o n’s  d i e t ?

7.  W h at  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  O a k  Tre e s  t o  N at i ve  p e o p le s ’  a n d  w h at  d o e s 
i t  s ay  a b o u t  h o w  t o  t e n d  t h e s e  t re e s ?

8 .  W h at  g ro u p  of  fo re i g n  t rave le r s  d i d  t h e  N at i ve  p e o p le s  f i r s t  e n c o u nt e r 
h e re ?

S c ave n ge r  H u nt  P a ge  1N at i ve  P e o p le s ’s  H i st o r y  -  H i g h  S c h o o l 



9.  W h e n  a n d  w hy  d i d  N at i ve  p e o p le s  st a r t  t o  b e  d i s p l a c e d  off  t h e i r  l a n d s ?

1 0 .  W h at  d i s e a s e  d i d  t h e  N at i ve  p e o p le s  h e re  b e c o m e  a ff l i c t e d  b y 
t h ro u g h  a n  e p i d e m i c  i n  t h e  1 93 0 s ?

1 1 .  D u r i n g  t h e  a g r i g u l t u ra l  b o o m  i n  S o n o m a  Co u nt y,  w h at  w e re  N at i ve 
p e o p le s  s o u g ht  fo r  t h e i r  k n o w le d ge  of ?

1 2 .  W h at  wa s  t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  t r i b a l  fe st i va l  t h at  a l i g n s  w i t h  t h e  S p r i n g 
p l a nt i n g  t i m e ?

1 3 .  W h at  wa s  t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  Co a st  M i w o k  fa m i ly  t h at  e st a b l i s h e d  a 
c o m m e rc i a l  f i s h e r y  i n  B o d e ga  B ay ?

9.  W h at  wa s  L a ke  S o n o m a  c a l le d  b e fo re  i t  wa s  e n g i n e e re d  i nt o  L a ke 
S o n o m a ?

1 0 .  W h at  m ot i vat e d  N at i ve  b a s ke t  w e ave r s  t o  o rga n i ze  a n d  p rot e st  t h e 
e nv i ro n m e nt a l  i m p a c t  of  c re at i n g  L a ke  S o n o m a ?

S c ave n ge r  H u nt  P a ge  2N at i ve  P e o p le s ’s  H i st o r y  -  H i g h  S c h o o l 



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
O a k wo o d l a n d  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  Ac o r n

N a m e :
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 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
O a k wo o d l a n d  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  Q u a i l

N a m e :

12/20/24, 5:12 PMCalifornia Valley Quail coloring page | Free Printable Coloring Pages

Page 1 of 1https://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/california-valley-quail



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
O a k wo o d l a n d  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  B l a c k b e r r y

N a m e :

12/20/24, 5:22 PMBlackberries on the Tree Coloring Page - ColoringAll

Page 1 of 1https://www.coloringall.com/coloring-pages/blackberry/blackberries-on-the-tree/



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
O a k wo o d l a n d  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  Coyo te

N a m e :



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
O a k wo o d l a n d  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  M u le  D e e r

N a m e :

12/20/24, 5:13 PMMule Deer Buck coloring page | Free Printable Coloring Pages

Page 1 of 1https://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/mule-deer-buck



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
O a k wo o d l a n d  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  Re d  C love r

N a m e :



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
O a k wo o d l a n d  B i o d i ve r s i t y :  M u s h ro o m s

N a m e :


