SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

Native American History of Sonoma County
Elementary - 1 day: Museum Visit

Curriculum Objective:

The curriculum aims to deepen understanding of the historical, recent past,
and current reality of the local indigenous peoples and community of Sonoma
County. Through a i-spy activity and hands-on basket weaving activity.

Curriculum Overview:

After students explore the exhibit through a topic-specific tour and scavenger
hunt activity, they will have the opportunity to delve more deeply into the
practice of basket weaving by praciticing makeing a small woven bowl using
yarn and a paper plate.

Essential Questions:

Who are the local Native tribes of Sonoma county?
What were baskets used for?

What were baskets made of?

What are other local Native history stories?

Essential Vocabulary:
Place, Community, Represenation, Identity, Oral History, Cultural Heritage,

Pomo, Wappo, Coast Miwok, Acrons, Oak Trees, Basketry, Environmentalism,
Obsidian, Trade
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SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

Native American History of Sonoma County
Elementary - 1 day: Museum Visit

California State Teaching Standards:

Art

e 5.VA:Re7.2 Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual
imagery.

e 4VA:Cn10: Create works of art that reflect community cultural
traditions.

History

e 5.3 Students describe the cooperation and conflict that existed among
the American Indians and between the Indian nations and the new
settlers.

Learning Segment Overview:
Day 1: Museum Visit - 90 mins

e Exhibition Tour: Highlighting Native American history past and present:
Who were the Native Americans of Sonoma County and what was there
realtionship to this place? How was this relationship expressed through
basketry and weaving practices?

Native History Scavenger Hunt: Students will learn more about the
relationship Native people have with Sonoma County communties through a
scavenger hunt

Basketry Activity: Students will have the opportunity to practive basic
weaving skills by creating their own baskets using paper plates and yarn
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SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Native People’s History Scavenger Hunt  wmuseun

Elementary of SONOMA COUNTY

ART +HISTORY

Name:

. How many baskets can you find including ones in photos?
. First, find a basket with feathers...

What type of bird do these feathers come from?

What is the name of the person who made this basket?
. Can you guess or find what these baskets were used for?

. What was the biggest basket in the room used for?

5. Can you find out why they collect this important item that the big
basket was used for?

5. Can you find the 3 types of dried plants that were used to make these
baskets (hint! They're by the SECOND biggest basket in the room!)
Fillin the blanks...

-S _dg_ R_ _t

-R_db _d

-B _lr _sh

6. What are the 3 names of the tribes
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7. Find the furry animal that was hunted by Native Alaskans. What type
of animal is it?

8. What was the last name of the Coast Miwok family who owned the
fishery in Bodega Bay? (Hint: Photo with 6 men holding fish)

9. The same person who made the basket with the feathers, Mabel McKay
can be found standing in a photograph by the edge of long glass wall.
What is she standing in front of?

10. On one of the touch screens, there is a image of Native people sitting
in a field and it says, Native Farm Workers “We know the land”. What
does this tell us that Native People were known for?

Fillin the blanks...

Il Kn_wl_dg_

11. Why were native people pushed off their land?
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Native People’s History JMuseum
Basket Weaving Instructions

Elementary

1. TRACE THE BASE

Trace a circle at the center of a plate
using a cup. The smaller the circle, the
smaller the base of the basket will be.

Then draw an odd number of lines
evenly spaced apart from each other
around the edge of the circle - kind
of like drawing a sun with an odd
number of rays.

2. CUT THE BASE

Then cut along those lines to the edge
of the circle.

Once you are done, go back and cut
again to make a nice V shape.

3. FOLD THE BASE

Finally, fold up the edges of your cut sec-
tions to make the shape of your bowl.

Now you are ready to start weaving!
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Native People’'s History MUSEUM

of SONOMA COUNTY

Basket Weaving Instructions

Elementary

4. WEAVE THE BASKET

Take a piece of yarn and tape the end of it
to the center of the circle to hold it in place.
You can also hold it with your finger.

Tuck the yarn through one of the cut v's and
wrap it on the outside of one of the flaps.

Pull the yarn back inside the V and wrap it
on the inside of the flap.

Continue to alternate back and forth for
several more repetitions around the entire
bowl. Make sure the flaps are bent upwards as
you go to ensure the basket will stay tight.

5. ALTERNATE COLORS

To alternate color yarn, simply cut the
end of the yarn you're using and tie
another piece on to the end.

3. FINISH THE BASKET

Finally, fold up the edges of your cut
sections to make the shape of At the end,
you can fold down the edges of each flap
to give your basket a more finished look.

Nice work!
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