
 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

M a p s  of  B e l o n g i n g
E l e m e nt a r y  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t

C u r r i c u l u m  O b j e c t i ve :

The curriculum aims to cultivate a sense of belonging among communities of 
Sonoma County through exploration and documentation of community and 
culture.  By incorporating many voices,  cultures,  and histories from under-
represented communities within Sonoma County,  this  curriculum aims to 
support students in seeing themselves as a part of  history-making within their 
local  community. 

C u r r i c u l u m  O ve r v i e w :

Students will  explore the concepts of place and belonging through creatively 
mapping places of personal s ignif icance to them. This could be places that 
they love,  their  home or the home of fr iends or relatives,  or  places that hold 
signif icant memories for them. We will  explore the basic concepts of what a 
map is,  what it  shows and what components a map has.

Student Maps could depict:
•	 Places that student goes regularly
•	 Favorite places 
• 	 Places where there fr iends or family l ive and they vis it
• 	 Places where something important happened
•	 Places that connect to a strong feel ing ( joy,  pride,  gr ief,  anger,  fun.. .)

E s s e nt i a l  Q u e st i o n s : 

•	 What is  a map? What does it  show?
•	 How does a map reflect a place? 

E s s e nt i a l  Vo c a b u l a r y : 

P l a c e ,  B e l o n g i n g ,  Co m m u n i t y,  M a p,  L a n d m a r k ,  I d e nt i t y,  O ra l  H i st o r y
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Ca l i fo r n i a  S t at e  Te a c h i n g  S t a n d a rd s :

A r t
•	 5.VA:Cr2.3:  Identify,  describe,  and visually  document places and/or objects 

of personal s ignif icance.
• 	 4.VA : C n 1 0 :  C re a t e  w o r k s  of  a r t  t h a t  re f l e c t  c o m m u n i t y  c u lt u ra l 

t ra d i t i o n s .

H i s t o r y
• 	 4.1  S t u d e nt s  d e m o n st ra t e  a n  u n d e r st a n d i n g  of  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  h u m a n 

g e o g ra p h i c  fe a t u re s  t h a t  d e f i n e  p l a c e s  a n d  re g i o n s  i n  Ca l i fo r n i a .

Le a r n i n g  S e g m e nt  O ve r v i e w :

Day 1:  Museum Visit  -  90 mins

•	 Exhibition Tour:  The Power of Stories + Place:  What is  a story? What stories 
do you have from Sonoma County?

•	 Mapping Project:  Introduce Mapping Project.  What does a map show?
•	 Mapping Activity:  Students generate ideas for the maps they want to create 

and then make a 1st  draft map. What would my map show? 

Day 2:  Classroom Visit  -  50-90 mins

• 	 Re c a p  +  S h a re  O u t :  W h a t  d o  st u d e nt s  re m e m b e r  f ro m  t h e  m u s e u m  v i s i t ?
• 	 W h at  i s  M a p  Le ge n d :  U s i n g  t h e s e  s l i d e s ,  g i v e  st u d e nt s  a n  e x a m p l e  of  a 

l e g e n d  s o  t h e y  c a n  c re a t e  t h e i r  o w n .
• 	 M a p  M a k i n g :  Af t e r  st u d e nt s  h a v e  c re a t e d  t h e i r  m a p  l e g e n d s ,  t h e y  c a n 

st a r t  f i n a l i z i n g  a n d  d e c o ra t i n g  t h e i r  m a p s 
• 	 Wra p - U p  +  Re f le c t i o n :  I n v i t e  st u d e nt s  t o  s h a re  t h e i r  m a p s  a n d  w h a t  t h e y 

s h o w.  A s k  st u d e nt s  t o  s h a re  w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  m a p - m a k i n g .
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-YBF7CMByT8yacQm-uzyHh9TNW6YU5PR4BtlMSunzUw/edit?usp=sharing
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N a m e :

L i st  5  p l a c e s  t h at  I  go  w e e k ly  (e x a m p le s :  s c h o o l ,  h o m e ,  g ro c e r y  st o re ) :

1 .

2 . 

3 .

L i st  3  of  yo u r  m o st  favo r i t e  p l a c e s  t o  go :

1 .

2 .

3 .

L i st  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h at  a  fe w  of  my  fr i e n d s  o r  fa m i ly  l i ve  (e x a m p le : 
M y  g ra n d m a  l i ve s  i n  S a nt a  Ro s a  O R  M y  b e st  fr i e n d  l i ve s  i n  Ro h n e r t  p a r k )

1 .

2 . 

3 .

L i st  3  p l a c e s  w h e re  s o m e t h i n g  i m p o r t a nt  o r  f u n  h a p p e n e d  i n  my  l i fe 
(e x a m p le s :  I  l o st  my  f i r st  t o ot h  at  s c h o o l ,  I  m a d e  a  fr i e n d ,  I  fo u n d  a 
re a l ly  c o o l  ro c k … )

1 .  W h e re  &  W h at  h a p p e n e d ?

2 .  W h e re  &  W h at  h a p p e n e d ?

3 .  W h e re  &  W h at  h a p p e n e d ?

H a n d o u t
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