SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

Latino History of Sonoma County
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit (Optional)

Curriculum Objective:

The curriculum aims to deepen understanding of the historical, recent past,
and current reality of the Latino community of Sonoma County. The project
aims to educate students further about the history of farm labor organizing in
Sonoma County and encourages students to connect labor activism with the
power of a symbol or image, such as a flag or a symbol.

Curriculum Overview:

After students tour Sonoma County Stories exhibit, they will have the
opportunity to learn more about the labor organizing efforts in Sonoma
County. Through a scavenger hunt activity and an additional project-based
learning experience where students will identify a primary issue that they are
concerned and passionate about, students will learn how a symbol can unite
a movement around a central cause. If students engage in day 2 curriculum,
students will have the opportunity to use the symbol to advocate for their
cause with others using labor organizing principles.

Essential Questions:

How do symbols and images convey messages?

How do art and visuals unite communities?

What was the Braceros program?

Who are the Los Latinos Unidos del candado de Sonoma?
Who are the United Farm Workers?

What does it mean to be a labor organizer?

What the principles of labor organizing?

Essential Vocabulary:
Place, Community, Representation, Oral History, Storytelling, Identity,

Los Latinos Unidos Del Condado de Sonoma, United Farm Workers, Labor
Activits, Organizing, Immigration, Bracero, Boycott, Agriculutre
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SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

Latino History of Sonoma County
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit (Optional)

California State Teaching Standards:

Art

e Prof.VA.Cn11: Describe how knowledge of culture, traditions, and history
may influence personal responses to art.

e Adv.VA:Cn10: Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and
personal life with approaches to create meaningful works of art or design

Ethnic Studies

« Cultivate empathy, community actualization, cultural perpetuity, self-
worth, self-determination, and the holistic well-being of all participants,
especially Native People/s and Black, Indigenous, and People of Color

History

e 11.2.2: Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities
linked by industry and trade, and the development of cities divided
according to race, ethnicity, and class.

Learning Segment Overview:
Day 1: Museum Visit - 90 mins

e Exhibition Tour: Highlighting local Latino history past and present: How has
the Bracero Program shaped the Latino community of Sonoma County? How
did labor organizing efforts locally connect to efforts at a larger scale?

Latino History Scavenger Hunt: Students will learn more about the Latino
History of Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt

Labor Organizing History Slideshow & Si Se Puede! Banner Activity:
Students will learn more about the local history of labor organizing and
then create a symbol and a rallying cry inspired by an issue or cause they
feel passionate about

Optional Day 2: Classroom Visit - 50-90 mins

Recap + Share Out: Students share highlights from the museum visit
Listen to George Ortiz interview from the Sonoma County Stories
collection

Finish ‘Si Se Puede’ Banners: Finish artwork featuring a symbol and
rallying cry started to express their cause or issue

Gather Animo Activity: Students will try to gain supermajority support
for their cause

Wrap-Up + Reflection: Invite students to share their reflections on what
they learned about local Latino history.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aw2frLj1nXKQlls_gc9UAiTkodxZmcRyslVs9RTVs7A/edit#slide=id.g300d5e9376e_0_44
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JbMjt5J7reW2rjWtMBs3JQeSRZX6e4LL/view
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Name:

1. What were the events that led to the formation of the Bracero Program
and a wave of Latino immigration in Sonoma County and nationally in
the US? CHOOSE 2!

a) WWI

b) WWII

c) Japanese Incarceration

d) The gold rush

2. What was the Bracero program?

a) A program to support Japanese farming communities

b) A program to address the shortage of agricultural workers and workers
from Mexico

c) A program to address the inequity between men and women in the
workplace

3. What year did the Bracero program start?
4. What year did the Bracero program end?

5. What was the name of the first Sonoma County rancher to hire
braceros to work on his ranch?

6. How many former Braceros went on to become Sonoma County
residents?

a) 100

b) 1T million

c) 5,000

7. What TWO other communities did the Latino community closely
organize with?

a) Japanese

b) Native Americans

c) Filipinos

8. What is the full name of the labor organizing movement (hint it has 7
words)?
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9. What did the United Farm Workers do and how were they connected to
Los Latinos Unidos?

10. What are the 3 names of the men featured in the black and white
photograph from the 1970 Grape Boycott?

11. What is the symbol on the organizing flag of Latinos Unidos del
Condado de Sonoma?
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SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Latino History

‘Si Se Puede’ Banners - Handout

Name:

Make a list of 3 issues that you feel need greater attention or awareness.
These could be issues or concerns that directly impact you, your family, your
friends, or your community. Try to think of things that fire you up!

(For example: issues of discrimination or inequity)

1.

3.

Now choose one of these issues to focus on and write it here:

Write 1-2 sentences about why you chose this one

If you were to connect this cause or issue to images, symbols, colors or
visual descriptions, what would they be? (For example, Child, Bold, Red,
Earth, High Contrast, Bright)

Now start to work on your rallying cry...

What are words or phrases that feel connect to your cause or issue.
Remember, 'Si Se Puede’ works because it is short, simple, and works as a
powerful affirmation of what is possible. Write a few ideas below:

Si Se Puede Activity



SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Latino History

Gathering Animo - Handout

Group Member Names:

Group’s Rallying Cry:

Group's central issue or concern (Example: affordable housing, protected
open space):

What is your group trying to gain support for? (Example: Sonoma county

should protect renter’s from increases to their rent)

What group would this benefit?

On the back of this handout, gather a supermajority (70% or more) of
signatures to show support for your cause

Si Se Puede Activity



SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Latino History

Gathering Animo - Handout

Group Member Names:

Gather a supermajority (70% of your entire class) of signatures to show
support for your cause:

Si Se Puede Activity



