
 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

La t i n o  H i st o r y  of  S o n o m a  Co u nt y 
E l e m e nt a r y  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t  (O p t i o n a l )

C u r r i c u l u m  O b j e c t i ve :

The curriculum aims to deepen understanding of the historical ,  recent past, 
and current real ity of  the Latino community of Sonoma County.  Through a 
scavenger hunt activity and an addit ional  project-based learning experience 
where students will  identify an issue they care about,  students will  develop 
understanding about the role that art  can play in activism as a means of 
creating momentum and recognition.  Art can be the f irst  step in an activist 
movement,  and can be a driving tool  to generate momentum.

C u r r i c u l u m  O ve r v i e w :

After students tour Sonoma County Stories exhibit,  they will  have the 
opportunity to deepen their  understanding of art  and activism. This project 
asks each student to f ind a cause they feel  passionate about and begins to 
show how art can be used to create change.  After students come up with an 
issue that they care about and want to actively init iate change within their 
community.  Once students have identif ied an issue,  the next step is  to create 
a piece of art  that represents this  issue and can serve as a symbol for their 
change. 
 

E s s e nt i a l  Q u e st i o n s : 

•	 What is  activism? What is  an activist ? What do activists do?
•	 What is  community activism and what is  its  purpose?
•	 How can young people be activists?
•	 How does activism make a difference?
•	 How can art  support activism?

E s s e nt i a l  Vo c a b u l a r y : 

P l a c e ,  Co m m u n i t y,  R e p re s e nt a t i o n ,  O ra l  H i st o r y,  S t o r y t e l l i n g ,  I d e nt i t y, 
Lo s  L a t i n o s  U n i d o s  D e l  Co n d a d o  d e  S o n o m a ,  U n i t e d  Fa r m  Wo r ke r s ,  L a b o r 
Ac t i v i t s ,  O rg a n i z i n g ,  I m m i g ra t i o n ,  B ra c e ro,  B o y c o t t ,  Ag r i c u l u t re ,  S y m b o l , 
E q u a l  R i g ht s
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La t i n o  H i st o r y  of  S o n o m a  Co u nt y 
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Ca l i fo r n i a  S t at e  Te a c h i n g  S t a n d a rd s :

A r t
•	 6.VA:Re7.2:  Analyze ways that visual  components and cultural  associations 

suggested by images influence ideas,  emotions and actions.
• 	 5 .VA : C n 1 1 :  I d e nt i f y  h o w  a r t  i s  u s e d  t o  i n fo r m  o r  c h a n g e  b e l i e fs ,  va l u e s ,  o r 

b e h a v i o r s  of  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  s o c i e t y
• 	 6 .VA : C r 1 .1 :  Co m b i n e  c o n c e p t s  c o l l a b o ra t i v e l y  t o  g e n e ra t e  i n n o va t i v e 

i d e a s  fo r  c re a t i n g  a r t .

H i s t o r y
• 	 4.4 :  D e s c r i b e  t h e  c h a n g i n g  l a n d s c a p e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g ro w t h  of  c i t i e s 

l i n ke d  b y  i n d u st r y  a n d  t ra d e ,  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e nt  of  c i t i e s  d i v i d e d 
a c c o rd i n g  t o  ra c e ,  e t h n i c i t y,  a n d  c l a ss .

Le a r n i n g  S e g m e nt  O ve r v i e w : 
 

Day 1:  Museum Visit  -  90 mins

•	 Exhibition Tour:  Highlighting local  Latino history past and present:  How has 
the Latino community of  Sonoma County become activ its  for  equal  r ights?

•	 Latino History Scavenger Hunt:  Students will  learn more about the Latino 
History of Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt

•	 Art & Activism Slideshow & Activity:  Students will  learn more about how 
art and symbols can play a powerful  role in organizing for a cause 

Optional Day 2:  Classroom Visit  -  50-90 mins

• 	 Re c a p  +  S h a re  O u t :  S t u d e nt s  s h a re  h i g h l i g ht s  f ro m  t h e  m u s e u m  v i s i t
• 	 D ra w i n g  Ac t i v i t y :  S t u d e nt s  w i l l  t a ke  a  ke y w o rd  f ro m  t h e i r  A r t  & 

Ac t i v i s m  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e n  b ra i n st o r m  a  w o rd - w e b  of  c o n n e c t e d  i d e a s  a n d 
c o n c e p t s .  Af t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s ,  st u d e nt s  w i l l  t e a m  u p  a n d  u s i n g  t h e i r 
t w o  w o rd - w e b s ,  c o l l a b o ra t i v e l y  d ra w  a  p i c t u re  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  i n c o r p o ra t e s 
c o n c e p t s  f ro m  b o t h  of  t h e i r  c h o s e n  t o p i c s

• 	 Wra p - U p  +  Re f le c t i o n :  I n v i t e  st u d e nt s  t o  s h a re  t h e i r  d ra w i n g s  a n d 
re f l e c t i o n s  o n  w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  l o c a l  L a t i n o  h i st o r y.
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 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
L a t i n o  H i sto r y  S c a ve n ge r  H u nt 

E le m e nt a r y
N a m e :

1 .  F i n d  t h e  b i g  m a p .  To  t h e  r i g ht  of  t h e  m a p,  f i n d  t h e  w r i t i n g  t h at  s ay s , 
L a  Fro nt e ra  d e l  N o r t e . 

Fro m  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  c a n  yo u  f i n d  w h at  ye a r  Ca l i fo r n i a  c h a n ge d  p o w e r s 
fro m  S p a n i s h  Ru le  t o  b e c o m i n g  p a r t  of  M e x i c o ?

a)  1 50 0
b)  1 82 1
c )  1 950
d )  We  d o n’ t  k n ow

2 .  F i n d  t h e  g l a s s  c a s e  t o  t h e  le f t  of  t h e  b i g  m a p .  F i n d  t h e  ro s a r y.  Ca n  yo u 
f i g u re  o u t  w h o  t h i s  ro s a r y  b e l o n ge d  t o ?  A n d  w h e re  t h i s  p e r s o n  m o ve d 
fro m ?

a)  E l s i e  Al le n .  S h e  m ove d  fro m  B o d e ga  B a y.
b)  M a r i a  Ca r i l lo .  S h e  m ove d  fro m  S a n  D i e go
c )  M a r i a n o  Va l le j o .  H e  m ove d  fro m  M e x i c o. 

2 .  Wr i t e  t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  M e x i c a n  L i e u t e n a nt  w i t h  t h e  b i g  s i d e b u r n s 
w h o s e  p h ot o  i s  o n  t h e  wa l l ?

3 .  W h at  ye a r  d i d  t h i s  M e x i c a n  L i e u t e n a nt  e st a b l i s h  t h e  P u e b l o  of 
S o n o m a ?

a)  1 9 0 1
b)  1 899
c )  1 835

4.  F i n d  t h e  t o u c h  s c re e n  o n  t h e  h a l l way  c o l u m n  t h at  d i v i d e s  t h e  t w o 
ro o m s .  To u c h  t h e  s c re e n  u nt i l  yo u  f i n d  t h e  p o st e r  w i t h  t h e  c o w b o y  h at 
t h at  s ay s ,  “A m e r i c a n s  Al l  -  Le t ’s  F i g ht  fo r  V i c t o r y.”  W h at  i s  t h i s  p o st e r 
a n n o u n c i n g ?

a)  Wo r ld  Wa r  I
b)  T h e  B ra c e ro  P ro g ra m
c )  J a p a n e se  i n c a rc e ra t i o n
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5 .  Fro m  t h i s  s a m e  i m a ge ,  c a n  yo u  t e l l  w h o  t h e  B ra c e ro s  w e re ?

a)  P e o p le  fro m  M e x i c o  w h o  c a m e  to  t h e  U. S .  to  wo r k  a f te r  a  l a b o r  s h o r t a ge
b)  N a t i ve  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  wo r ke d  i n  a g r i c u lt u re
c )  W i n e  G rowe r s

6 .  O n  t h e  n e x t  i m a ge ,  t h e re  i s  a  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  p h ot o g ra p h  w i t h  3  m e n 
w h o  w e re  B ra c e ro s .  Fro m  t h e  t e x t ,  w h at  wa s  t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  f i r st  l o c a l 
S o n o m a  Co u nt y  ra n c h e r  t o  b r i n g  B ra c e ro s  t o  w o r k  h e re ?

a)  M a r i a n o  Va l le j o
b)  J o h n  R i c h a rd s
c )  Ta l m a d ge  “ B a b e”  Wo o d

7.  O n  t h i s  s a m e  i m a ge ,  c a n  yo u  f i n d  h o w  m a ny  B ra c e ro s  wa s  e st i m at e d  t o 
h ave  st aye d  i n  S o n o m a  Co u nt y ?

a)  1  m i l l i o n
b)  5 , 0 0 0
c )  2 0 0

8 .  F i n d  t h e  wa l l  t h at  s ay s ,  ‘A  N E W  E R A  O F  I M M I G R AT I O N .’ 

Wr i t e  d o w n  w h at  t h e  p rot e st  s i g n s  s ay  i n  t h e  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e 
p h ot o g ra p h ?

A l o n g  t h e  l o n g ,  g l a s s  w a l l …

9.  F i n d  t h e  t w o  b i g  re d  a n d  b l a c k  t r u n k s .  Wr i t e  d o w n  w h o  t h e  b l a c k  t r u n k 
b e l o n ge d  t o ?

1 0 .  To  t h e  r i g ht  of  t h e  t r u n k ,  f i n d  t h e  p i e c e s  of  le at h e r  w i t h  le tt e r s 
a n d  s y m b o l s  o n  t h e m .  W h at  w e re  t h e y  s y m b o l s  u s e d  fo r  my  M e x i c a n 
R a n c h e r s ?

a)  T h e y  we re  p i e c e s  of  a r t
b)  T h e y  h a d  n o  m e a n i n g
c )  T h e y  we re  s y m b o l s  fo r  b ra n d i n g  c a tt le

1 1 .  F i n d  t h e  b i g  s i l k  f l a g  w i t h  L a d y  G u a d a l u p e  o n  i t  t h at  s ay s  D e c e m b e r 
1 2 t h ,  1 966 .  W h at  a re  t h e  w o rd s  o n  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  f l a g ?
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 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
L a t i n o  H i sto r y  

A r t  &  A c t i v i s m  -  H a n d o u t

   N a m e : 

Finish the following sentence: “Some things I  care about are…”

1.

2.

3.

Finish the following sentence: “Some things that hurt me, my family,  my 
friends, the place where I  l ive,  or the plants and animals that l ive here are…”

1.

2.

3.

Of all  of these things,  the MOST important one to me is:

Write down images,  colors or symbols that could represent this…

Colors:

Images or Symbols (i .e.  home, family,  dog , trees,  trash):

A r t  &  Ac t i v i s m  Ac t i v i t y



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
L a t i n o  H i sto r y  

A r t  &  A c t i v i s m :  Co l l a b o ra t i v e  D ra w i n g  -  H a n d o u t

   N a m e : 

Brainstorm (P t I):

Choose a keyword that represents the topic or issue you chose to create your 
activist artwork about. 

Then, write that word in the center box below. Next,  write as many words as 
you can think of that connect to,  define, or relate to the center word.  
 
For Example:  You chose on Animal Rights for your Art & Activism topic,  so in 
the center box,  write ‘Animal Rights’  Then think of as many words,  questions, 
things connected to this  word.

A r t  &  Ac t i v i s m  Ac t i v i t y



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
L a t i n o  H i sto r y  

A r t  &  A c t i v i s m :  Co l l a b o ra t i v e  D ra w i n g  -  H a n d o u t

   G ro u p  M e m b e r  N a m e s : 

A r t  &  Ac t i v i s m  Ac t i v i t y

Collaborate (P t I I):

Work in pairs.  Collaborate on drawing a picture that combines both of your 
word-webs together into a something that represents both of the causes 
you are passionate about.


