
 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

C re a t i n g  a  Co m m u n i t y  At l a s
H i g h  S c h o o l  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t

C u r r i c u l u m  O b j e c t i ve :

The curriculum aims to cultivate a sense of belonging within communities of 
Sonoma County through exploration and documentation of place and culture. 
By incorporating many voices,  cultures,  and histories within Sonoma County, 
this  curriculum aims to support students in seeing themselves and their  stories 
as a part of  history-making in their  local  community.  This curriculum aims to 
highlight the importance of storytell ing in creating and documenting history. 

C u r r i c u l u m  O ve r v i e w :

Students will  explore the concepts of place and belonging through collectively 
creating a Sonoma County Atlas  with a collection of maps that show places 
and people of s ignif icance to them within their  communities. 

Student Maps could include:
•	 Places of a personal memory,  experience and/or story
•	 Places where they feel/felt  a sense of connection and/or purpose
•	 Places that connect to a strong feel ing ( joy,  pride,  gr ief,  anger,  fun.. .)

Students will  choose a community member to interview and photograph about 
their  connection to the place they chose.  Then,  using the portrait ,  a  quote from 
their  interview and their  personal maps,  collectively the class will  assemble an  
atlas that represents their  sites of  belonging . 

E s s e nt i a l  Q u e st i o n s : 

•	 What is  representation? Why is  it  important ?
•	 How do stories shape and preserve history?
•	 Whose stories are heard and why?
•	 How does a map reflect a place? 

E s s e nt i a l  Vo c a b u l a r y : 

B e l o n g i n g ,  Co m m u n i t y,  R e p re s e nt a t i o n ,  S i t e -S p e c i f i c ,  At l a s ,  M a p,  S i t e , 
I d e nt i t y,  O ra l  H i st o r y,  C u lt u ra l  H e r i t a g e ,  S o c i a l- G e o g ra p h y,  E t h n o g ra p h y 

P a ge  1



 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

C re a t i n g  a  Co m m u n i t y  At l a s
H i g h  S c h o o l  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t

Ca l i fo r n i a  S t at e  Te a c h i n g  S t a n d a rd s :

A r t
•	 Adv.VA:Cn10: Synthesize knowledge of social ,  cultural,  historical ,  and 

personal l ife with art-making approaches to create meaningful  works of art.
• 	 P rof.VA : C r 2 . 3 :  Co l l a b o ra t i v e l y  d e v e l o p  a n  i n st a l l a t i o n  o r  a r t w o r k  t h a t 

t ra n s fo r m s  t h e  p e rc e p t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  of  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e .

E t h n i c  S t u d i e s
• 	 C u lt i va t e  e m p a t h y,  c o m m u n i t y  a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  c u lt u ra l  p e r p e t u i t y,  s e l f-

w o r t h ,  s e l f- d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  h o l i st i c  w e l l- b e i n g  of  a l l  p a r t i c i p a nt s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  N a t i v e  P e o p l e /s  a n d  B l a c k ,  I n d i g e n o u s ,  a n d  P e o p l e  of  Co l o r

H i s t o r y
• 	 1 1 . 2 . 2 :  D e s c r i b e  t h e  c h a n g i n g  l a n d s c a p e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g ro w t h  of  c i t i e s 

l i n ke d  b y  i n d u st r y  a n d  t ra d e ,  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e nt  of  c i t i e s  d i v i d e d 
a c c o rd i n g  t o  ra c e ,  e t h n i c i t y,  a n d  c l a ss .

Le a r n i n g  S e g m e nt  O ve r v i e w :

Day 1:  Museum Visit  -  90 mins

•	 Exhibition Tour:  The Power of Stories + Place:  What is  a story? How do and 
which stories  become history?

•	 Mapping Project:  Introduce + Outl ine Oral  History  & Mapping Project. 
Project Introduction Sl ideshow

•	 Mapping Activity:  How does a map tel l  a  story? Start Personal Maps of 
Sonoma County

Day 2:  Classroom Visit  -  50-90 mins

• 	 Re c a p  +  S h a re  O u t :  S t u d e nt s  s h a re  h i g h l i g ht s  f ro m  i nt e r v i e w s
• 	 C re at e  &  S h a re  Co m m u n i t y  At l a s :  S t u d e nt s  a ss e m b l e  t h e i r  q u o t e s , 

p h o t o g ra p h s  a n d  m a p s  i nt o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a t l a s .  T h e n  s h a re  o u t .
• 	 Wra p - U p  +  Re f le c t i o n :  I n v i t e  st u d e nt s  t o  s h a re  t h e i r  re f l e c t i o n s  o n  w h a t 

t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  t h e m e  of  “p l a c e .”
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P re p a rat i o n  p r i o r  t o  M u s e u m  V i s i t :

It  would be helpful  before the museum visit  to introduce the project to them 
and begin to prompt students to begin making a small  l ist  of  local  places that 
have personal s ignif icance to them. It  may also be helpful  to introduce the 
concept of oral  history. 

• 	 This could include
•	 Places they go often
•	 Favorite food spots
•	 Places that have meaningful  memories
•	 Places that connect to their  famil ies or fr iends
•	 Places that represent parts of  their  identity

A s s i g n m e nt s 

Assignment #1 -  Personal Maps
This assignment will  be started at the museum and is  best completed during 
class t ime prior to the return classroom visit . 

Assignment Instructions:
Finish making your map. Mark locations on the map of personal s ignif icance 
to you and decorate it /personalize it  to visually  represent the places.  The map 
could include:

• 	 Places you go often
•	 Favorite food spots
•	 Places that have meaningful  memories for you
•	 Places that connect to your famil ies or fr iends
•	 Places that represent parts of  your identity 

When map is  complete,  instruct students to submit a good quality image of 
the map and turn the image file as an attachment. 

Assignment detai ls  continue on next page
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A s s i g n m e nt s  (Co nt i n u e d ) 

Final Project:  Community Atlas
This  assignment is  completed in  c lass during Day 2 of  the curr iculum. Teachers 
should create the s l ideshow ahead of c lass using the template

Assignment Instructions:
Each student should make a new sl ide that reflects the example.

Your slide should include:

•	 An image of your personal map
•	 Your portrait  of  your interview subject
•	 Your quote from your interview subject

Example of completed slide (See example of full  atlas here):
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