SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

Creating a Community Atlas
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit

Curriculum Objective:

The curriculum aims to cultivate a sense of belonging within communities of
Sonoma County through exploration and documentation of place and culture.
By incorporating many voices, cultures, and histories within Sonoma County,
this curriculum aims to support students in seeing themselves and their stories
as a part of history-making in their local community. This curriculum aims to
highlight the importance of storytelling in creating and documenting history.

Curriculum Overview:

Students will explore the concepts of place and belonging through collectively
creating a Sonoma County Atlas with a collection of maps that show places
and people of significance to them within their communities.

Student Maps could include:

« Places of a personal memory, experience and/or story

« Places where they feel/felt a sense of connection and/or purpose

« Places that connect to a strong feeling (joy, pride, grief, anger, fun...)

Students will choose a community member to interview and photograph about

their connection to the place they chose. Then, using the portrait, a quote from
their interview and their personal maps, collectively the class will assemble an

atlas that represents their sites of belonging.

Essential Questions:

What is representation? Why is it important?
How do stories shape and preserve history?
Whose stories are heard and why?

How does a map reflect a place?

Essential Vocabulary:

Belonging, Community, Representation, Site-Specific, Atlas, Map, Site,
Identity, Oral History, Cultural Heritage, Social-Geography, Ethnography
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Creating a Community Atlas
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit

California State Teaching Standards:

Art

e Adv.VA:Cn10: Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and
personal life with art-making approaches to create meaningful works of art.

e Prof.VA:Cr2.3: Collaboratively develop an installation or artwork that
transforms the perception and experience of a particular place.

Ethnic Studies

e« Cultivate empathy, community actualization, cultural perpetuity, self-
worth, self-determination, and the holistic well-being of all participants,
especially Native People/s and Black, Indigenous, and People of Color

History

e 11.2.2: Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities
linked by industry and trade, and the development of cities divided
according to race, ethnicity, and class.

Learning Segment Overview:
Day 1: Museum Visit - 90 mins

Exhibition Tour: The Power of Stories + Place: What is a story? How do and
which stories become history?

Mapping Project: Introduce + Outline Oral History & Mapping Project.
Project Introduction Slideshow

Mapping Activity: How does a map tell a story? Start Personal Maps of
Sonoma County

Day 2: Classroom Visit - 50-90 mins

Recap + Share Out: Students share highlights from interviews

Create & Share Community Atlas: Students assemble their quotes,
photographs and maps into their community atlas. Then share out.
Wrap-Up + Reflection: Invite students to share their reflections on what
they learned about their community and the theme of “place.”
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pU9GumAtv_HdgocEgDJolryVzoaXx2U4FG5Fzs_RzBg/edit#slide=id.g1c675c87e8c_0_26
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Curriculum Series

Creating a Community Atlas
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit

Preparation prior to Museum Visit:

It would be helpful before the museum visit to introduce the project to them
and begin to prompt students to begin making a small list of local places that
have personal significance to them. It may also be helpful to introduce the
concept of oral history.

This could include

Places they go often

Favorite food spots

Places that have meaningful memories

Places that connect to their families or friends
Places that represent parts of their identity

Assignments

Assignment #1 - Personal Maps
This assignment will be started at the museum and is best completed during
class time prior to the return classroom visit.

Assignment Instructions:

Finish making your map. Mark locations on the map of personal significance
to you and decorate it/personalize it to visually represent the places. The map
could include:

Places you go often

Favorite food spots

Places that have meaningful memories for you
Places that connect to your families or friends
Places that represent parts of your identity

When map is complete, instruct students to submit a good quality image of

the map and turn the image file as an attachment.

Assignment details continue on next page
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SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

Creating a Community Atlas
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit

Assignments (Continued)

Final Project: Community Atlas
This assignment is completed in class during Day 2 of the curriculum. Teachers
should create the slideshow ahead of class using the template

Assignment Instructions:

Each student should make a new slide that reflects the example.
Your slide should include:

e Animage of your personal map

« Your portrait of your interview subject
« Your quote from your interview subject

Example of completed slide (See example of full atlas here):

James, Callinan Sports and Fitness Center

“I've been going to Callinan almost everyday for 3
years and a lot of very special memories have
happened there, like when I first dunked a basketball
and benched 225, two milestones that | had been
working towards for awhile."
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16i0pW9KrN6-KIIfaKPyad-2TKkqh8ImeWxltRD9a5uU/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/120UeloNwdtaU4Pa9BG6A-3VLs-lDf1SMYO5mPks0lO4/edit#slide=id.g2cf1c2af328_2_10

