SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

California History
High School - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit (Optional)

Curriculum Objective:

This curriculum aims to highlight California State history, and how the land of
Sonoma County and California at large has been widely contested across many
communities and political parties for a variety of reasons, often motivated

by the lucrative and abundant resources that California’s land offered.
Students will synthesize this understanding through a map making activity that
shows the way land has been tended, stolen, and fought over.

Curriculum Overview:

The curriculum starts with a tour of the exhibit giving an overview on the
significant events and communities that shaped California history, with
focused attention on (1) Early Native Peoples of Sonoma County (8000 BCE-
1500), (2) Native Peoples and Early Settler Interaction: Russians and Europeans
(1500-1800s), (3) the impact of the Spanish Missionaries on Native Peoples, the
Mexican-American War, & Bear Flag Republic (1800-1850s)and finally (4) the Gold
Rush and development of agriculture (1800 - 20th century). The curriculum uses
specific artifacts to highlight stories that bring California state history to life:
(1) Obsidian, and Mortar and Pestle, (2) a Sea Otter Pelt, (3) Maria Carrillo’s
Rosary, (4) The Bear Flag, a Miner’s Gold Scale, a Chinese deity statue.

After a tour of exhibit, students will choose one of the chapters of
California history listed above and using the map handouts, create a map

of the region that reflects these different chapters and communities.

These maps will illustrate the impact of control, culturally, politically and
environmentally on the communities that have called Sonoma County home.
The option for Day 2 invites students to create presentations based on

the maps they created to show how the land of California and specifically
Sonoma County has changed hands over the years.

Essential Questions:

How and why does land change possession?

How did California become California?

Who are the different communities that have been responsible for
managing Sonoma Count¥?

What motivated these different communities?

Were there motivations for the benefit of all or only select groups?
How does the environmental rights movement serve as its own form of
land contestation?

Essential Vocabulary:

California, Settler, Oral History, Native Americans, Pomo, Miwok, Wappo,
Russian Traders, European Settlers,Bear Flag, Mexican American War,
Spanish Missionaries, Gold Rush, Agriculture, Bracero Program, Chinese Rail,
Workers, Chinatowns, Internment Camps
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California State Teaching Standards:

Art

e Prof.VA.Cn11: Describe how knowledge of culture, traditions, and history
may influence personal responses to art.

e Adv.VA:Cn10: Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and
personal life with approaches to create meaningful works of art or design

Ethnic Studies

« Cultivate empathy, community actualization, cultural perpetuity, self-
worth, self-determination, and the holistic well-being of all participants,
especially Native People/s and Black, Indigenous, and People of Color

History

e 11.2.2: Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities
linked by industry and trade, and the development of cities divided
according to race, ethnicity, and class.
11.2.6: Trace the economic development of the United States and its
emergence as a major industrial power, including its gains from trade and
the advantages of its physical geography.

Learning Segment Overview:
Day 1: Museum Visit - 90 mins

Exhibition Tour: Highlighting how California History events unfolded in
Sonoma County and the artifacts that illustrate these chapters
California History Scavenger Hunt: Students will learn more about the
California History in Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt

Land Contestation Slideshow & Map Activity: Students will reflect on
California’s past through creating maps inspired that reflect the way
Sonoma County has been contested by many different communties..

Optional Day 2: Classroom Visit - 50-90 mins

e Recap + Share Out: Students share highlights from the museum visit

e Land Contestation Presentations: Using the maps students created at
the museum, students will team up and present what they learned about
how California and Sonoma county have changed hands as a refleciton of
the different communities that have called this place home.
Wrap-Up + Reflection: Invite students to share their drawings and
reflections on what they learned about California history.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19X4NwYxcG0iFSlqLGrCC8FG5yBhD8mEbvk0XW_w6iv8/edit?usp=sharing

