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Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

Ca l i fo r n i a  H i st o r y 
H i g h  S c h o o l  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t  (O p t i o n a l )

C u r r i c u l u m  O b j e c t i ve :
This curriculum aims to highlight California State history,  and how the land of 
Sonoma County and California at large has been widely contested across many 
communities and polit ical  parties for a variety of reasons,  of t e n  m o t i va t e d 
b y  t h e  l u c ra t i v e  a n d  a b u n d a nt  re s o u rc e s  t h a t  Ca l i fo r n i a’s  l a n d  offe re d . 
Students will  synthesize this  understanding through a map making activity that 
shows the way land has been tended,  stolen,  and fought over. 

C u r r i c u l u m  O ve r v i e w :

The curriculum starts with a tour of the exhibit  giving an overview on the 
signif icant events and communities that shaped California history,  with 
focused attention on (1)  Early  Native Peoples of  Sonoma County (8000 BCE-
1500) ,  (2)  Native Peoples and Early  Settler  Interaction:  Russians and Europeans 
(1500-1800s) ,  (3)  the impact of  the Spanish Missionaries  on Native Peoples,  the 
Mexican-American War,  & Bear Flag Republ ic  (1800-1850s)and f inally  (4)  the Gold 
Rush and development of  agriculture (1800 -  20th century) .  The curriculum uses 
specif ic  artifacts to highlight stories that bring California state history to l ife: 
(1)  Obsidian,  and Mortar and Pestle,  (2)  a Sea Otter Pelt,  (3)  Maria Carri l lo’s 
Rosary,  (4)  The Bear Flag ,  a Miner ’s  Gold Scale,  a  Chinese deity statue. 

Af t e r  a  t o u r  of  e x h i b i t ,  st u d e nt s  w i l l  c h o o s e  o n e  of  t h e  c h a p t e r s  of 
Ca l i fo r n i a  h i st o r y  l i st e d  a b o v e  a n d  u s i n g  t h e  m a p  h a n d o u t s ,  c re a t e  a  m a p 
of  t h e  re g i o n  t h a t  re f l e c t s  t h e s e  d i ffe re nt  c h a p t e r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s . 
T h e s e  m a p s  w i l l  i l l u st ra t e  t h e  i m p a c t  of  c o nt ro l ,  c u lt u ra l l y,  p o l i t i c a l l y  a n d 
e n v i ro n m e nt a l l y  o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  c a l l e d  S o n o m a  Co u nt y  h o m e . 
T h e  o p t i o n  fo r  D a y  2  i n v i t e s  st u d e nt s  t o  c re a t e  p re s e nt a t i o n s  b a s e d  o n 
t h e  m a p s  t h e y  c re a t e d  t o  s h o w  h o w  t h e  l a n d  of  Ca l i fo r n i a  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y 
S o n o m a  Co u nt y  h a s  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s . 

E s s e nt i a l  Q u e st i o n s :

• 	 H o w  a n d  w h y  d o e s  l a n d  c h a n g e  p o ss e ss i o n ?
• 	 H o w  d i d  Ca l i fo r n i a  b e c o m e  Ca l i fo r n i a ?
• 	 W h o  a re  t h e  d i ffe re nt  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  re s p o n s i b l e  fo r 

m a n a g i n g  S o n o m a  Co u nt y ? 
• 	 W h a t  m o t i va t e d  t h e s e  d i ffe re nt  c o m m u n i t i e s ?
• 	 We re  t h e re  m o t i va t i o n s  fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  a l l  o r  o n l y  s e l e c t  g ro u p s ?
• 	 H o w  d o e s  t h e  e n v i ro n m e nt a l  r i g ht s  m o v e m e nt  s e r v e  a s  i t s  o w n  fo r m  of 

l a n d  c o nt e st a t i o n ?

E s s e nt i a l  Vo c a b u l a r y :
Ca l i fo r n i a ,  S e t t l e r,  O ra l  H i st o r y,  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s ,  P o m o,  M i w o k ,  Wa p p o, 
R u ss i a n  Tra d e r s ,  E u ro p e a n  S e t t l e r s , B e a r  F l a g ,  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n  Wa r, 
S p a n i s h  M i ss i o n a r i e s ,  G o l d  R u s h ,  Ag r i c u lt u re ,  B ra c e ro  P ro g ra m ,  C h i n e s e  R a i l , 
Wo r ke r s ,  C h i n a t o w n s ,  I nt e r n m e nt  Ca m p s
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Ca l i fo r n i a  S t at e  Te a c h i n g  S t a n d a rd s :

A r t
•	 Prof.VA.Cn11:  Describe how knowledge of culture,  tradit ions,  and history 

may influence personal responses to art.
• 	 Ad v.VA : C n 1 0 :  S y nt h e s i z e  kn o w l e d g e  of  s o c i a l ,  c u lt u ra l ,  h i st o r i c a l ,  a n d 

p e r s o n a l  l i fe  w i t h  a p p ro a c h e s  t o  c re a t e  m e a n i n g f u l  w o r k s  of  a r t  o r  d e s i g n 

E t h n i c  S t u d i e s
• 	 C u lt i va t e  e m p a t h y,  c o m m u n i t y  a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  c u lt u ra l  p e r p e t u i t y,  s e l f-

w o r t h ,  s e l f- d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  h o l i st i c  w e l l- b e i n g  of  a l l  p a r t i c i p a nt s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  N a t i v e  P e o p l e /s  a n d  B l a c k ,  I n d i g e n o u s ,  a n d  P e o p l e  of  Co l o r

H i s t o r y
• 	 1 1 . 2 . 2 :  D e s c r i b e  t h e  c h a n g i n g  l a n d s c a p e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g ro w t h  of  c i t i e s 

l i n ke d  b y  i n d u st r y  a n d  t ra d e ,  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e nt  of  c i t i e s  d i v i d e d 
a c c o rd i n g  t o  ra c e ,  e t h n i c i t y,  a n d  c l a ss .

• 	 1 1 . 2 . 6 :  Tra c e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e nt  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  i t s 
e m e rg e n c e  a s  a  m a j o r  i n d u st r i a l  p o w e r,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  g a i n s  f ro m  t ra d e  a n d 
t h e  a d va nt a g e s  of  i t s  p h y s i c a l  g e o g ra p h y.

Le a r n i n g  S e g m e nt  O ve r v i e w : 
 

Day 1:  Museum Visit  -  90 mins

•	 Exhibition Tour:  Highlighting how California History events unfolded in 
Sonoma County and the artifacts that i l lustrate these chapters

•	 California History Scavenger Hunt:  Students will  learn more about the 
California History in Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt

•	 Land Contestation Slideshow & Map Activity:  Students will  reflect on 
California’s  past through creating maps inspired that reflect the way 
Sonoma County has been contested by many different communties. . 

Optional Day 2:  Classroom Visit  -  50-90 mins

• 	 Re c a p  +  S h a re  O u t :  S t u d e nt s  s h a re  h i g h l i g ht s  f ro m  t h e  m u s e u m  v i s i t
• 	 L a n d  Co nt e st at i o n  P re s e nt at i o n s :  U s i n g  t h e  m a p s  st u d e nt s  c re a t e d  a t 

t h e  m u s e u m ,  st u d e nt s  w i l l  t e a m  u p  a n d  p re s e nt  w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t 
h o w  Ca l i fo r n i a  a n d  S o n o m a  c o u nt y  h a v e  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  a s  a  re f l e c i t o n  of 
t h e  d i ffe re nt  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  c a l l e d  t h i s  p l a c e  h o m e .

• 	 Wra p - U p  +  Re f le c t i o n :  I n v i t e  st u d e nt s  t o  s h a re  t h e i r  d ra w i n g s  a n d 
re f l e c t i o n s  o n  w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  Ca l i fo r n i a  h i st o r y.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19X4NwYxcG0iFSlqLGrCC8FG5yBhD8mEbvk0XW_w6iv8/edit?usp=sharing

