
 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Cu r r i c u l u m  S e r i e s

Ca l i fo r n i a  H i st o r y 
E l e m e nt a r y  -  2  d a y s :  M u s e u m  &  I n - C l a ss  V i s i t  (O p t i o n a l )

C u r r i c u l u m  O b j e c t i ve :

This curriculum focuses more broadly on California State history,  and 
i l lustrates how certain events that happened across California specif ically 
unfolded in Sonoma County and their  impact on the communities here. 
Students will  engage with this  history through examining specif ic  artifacts that 
represent California’s  historical  past.  Students will  then have the opportunity 
to reflect on the past through an art  making exercise that takes inspiration 
from artifacts in the exhibit  to then reimagine history themselves. 

C u r r i c u l u m  O ve r v i e w :

The curriculum starts with a tour of the exhibit  giving an overview on the 
signif icant events and communities that shaped California history,  with 
focused attention on (1)  Early  Native Peoples of  Sonoma County (8000 BCE-
1500) ,  (2)  Native Peoples and Early  Settler  Interaction:  Russians and Europeans 
(1500-1800s) ,  (3)  the impact of  the Spanish Missionaries  on Native Peoples,  the 
Mexican-American War,  & Bear Flag Republ ic  (1800-1850s)and f inally  (4)  the Gold 
Rush and development of  agriculture (1800 -  20th century) .  The curriculum uses 
specif ic  artifacts to highlight stories that bring California state history to l ife: 
(1)  Obsidian,  and Mortar and Pestle,  (2)  a Sea Otter Pelt,  (3)  Maria Carri l lo’s 
Rosary,  (4)  The Bear Flag ,  a Miner ’s  Gold Scale,  a  Chinese deity statue. 

After a tour of the exhibit,  students will  choose one of the chapters of 
California history l isted above and create their  own artifact that represent 
this  chapter,  taking inspiration from the artifacts in the exhibit.  There is  an 
option for Day 2,  back in the classroom, where students are invited to do some 
historical  f ict ion creative writ ing ,  and create a story about their  artifact, 
teaming up with other students who created artifacts from the same chapter, 
imagining how these artifacts might be connected. 

E s s e nt i a l  Q u e st i o n s : 

•	 What are the key events that define California’s  early history?
•	 Who are the key communities that are at the center of  these events?
•	 What is  an artifact ?
•	 How do artifacts tell  a  story?

E s s e nt i a l  Vo c a b u l a r y : 

Ca l i fo r n i a ,  A r t i fa c t ,  S e t t l e r,  O ra l  H i st o r y,  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s ,  P o m o,  M i w o k , 
Wa p p o,  R u ss i a n  Tra d e r s ,  E u ro p e a n  S e t t l e r s ,  B e a r  F l a g ,  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n 
Wa r,  S p a n i s h  M i ss i o n a r i e s ,  G o l d  R u s h ,  Ag r i c u lt u re
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Ca l i fo r n i a  S t at e  Te a c h i n g  S t a n d a rd s :
A r t
• 	 4.VA : Re 8  I nt e r p re t  a r t  b y  re fe r r i n g  t o  c o nt e x t u a l  i n fo r m a t i o n  a n d 

a n a l y z i n g  re l e va nt  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r,  c h a ra c t e r i st i c s  of  fo r m ,  a n d  u s e  of 
m e d i a .

• 	 4.VA : C n 1 0  C re a t e  w o r k s  of  a r t  t h a t  re f l e c t  c o m m u n i t y  c u lt u ra l  t ra d i t i o n s .

H i s t o r y :
• 	 4 . 2  S t u d e nt s  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  c u lt u ra l ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c 

l i fe  a n d  i nt e ra c t i o n s  a m o n g  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  of  Ca l i fo r n i a  f ro m  t h e  p re -
Co l u m b i a n  s o c i e t i e s  t o  t h e  S p a n i s h  m i ss i o n  a n d  M e x i c a n  ra n c h o  p e r i o d s .

• 	 4 . 3  S t u d e nt s  e x p l a i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  l i fe  i n  Ca l i fo r n i a 
f ro m  t h e  e st a b l i s h m e nt  of  t h e  B e a r  F l a g  R e p u b l i c  t h ro u g h  t h e  M e x i c a n -
A m e r i c a n  Wa r,  t h e  G o l d  R u s h ,  a n d  t h e  g ra nt i n g  of  st a t e h o o d .

• 	 4 .4   S t u d e nt s  e x p l a i n  h o w  Ca l i fo r n i a  b e c a m e  a n  a g r i c u lt u ra l  a n d 
i n d u st r i a l  p o w e r,  t ra c i n g  t h e  t ra n s fo r m a t i o n  of  t h e  Ca l i fo r n i a  e c o n o m y 
a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u lt u ra l  d e v e l o p m e nt  s i n c e  t h e  1 8 5 0 s .

Le a r n i n g  S e g m e nt  O ve r v i e w : 
 

Day 1:  Museum Visit  -  90 mins

•	 Exhibition Tour:  Highlighting how California History events unfolded in 
Sonoma County and the artifacts that i l lustrate these chapters

•	 California History Scavenger Hunt:  Students will  learn more about the 
California History in Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt

•	 California History Artifact Slideshow & Activity:  Students will  reflect on 
California’s  past through creating their  own artifacts inspired by what they 
saw in the exhibit 

Optional Day 2:  Classroom Visit  -  50-90 mins

• 	 Re c a p  +  S h a re  O u t :  S t u d e nt s  s h a re  h i g h l i g ht s  f ro m  t h e  m u s e u m  v i s i t
• 	 H i st o r i c a l  F i c t i o n  C re at i ve  Wr i t i n g :  S t u d e nt s  w i l l  t a ke  t h e i r  a r t i fa c t s 

t h e y  c re a t e d  a t  t h e  m u s e u m  a n d  t e a m  u p  w i t h  o t h e r  st u d e nt s  f ro m  t h a t 
s a m e  h i st o r y  c h a p t e r  a n d  i m a g i n e  w h a t  t h e s e  a r t i fa c t s  m i g ht  re p re s e nt .

• 	 Wra p - U p  +  Re f le c t i o n :  I n v i t e  st u d e nt s  t o  s h a re  t h e i r  d ra w i n g s  a n d 
re f l e c t i o n s  o n  w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  Ca l i fo r n i a  h i st o r y.
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 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Ca l i fo r n i a  H i sto r y  S c a ve n ge r  H u nt 

E le m e nt a r y
N a m e :

1 .  W h at  st o n e  wa s  u s e d  b y  e a r ly  N at i ve  A m e r i c a n s ?
a )  J a d e
b)  O b s i d i a n
c )  Q u a r t z

2 .  W h at  wa s  i t  u s e d  fo r ?

3 .  W h at  a re  N at i ve  A m e r i c a n  b a s ke t s  t ra d i t i o n a l ly  u s e d  fo r ?
a )  G i v e n  a s  g i f t s
b)  F o r  h a r v e st i n g  t h i n g s
c )  F o r  c a r r y i n g  fo o d
d )  A l l  of  t h e  a b o v e !

4.  W h at  t y p e  of  a n i m a l  d i d  t h e  Ru s s i a n  t ra d e r s  h u nt  a l m o st  t o  e x t i n c t i o n ?
a )  S e a l
b)  O t t e r
c )  Wa l r u s
d )  W h a l e

5 .  W h at  a r t i fa c t  b e l o n g s  t o  M a r i a  Ca r r i l l o,  t h e  M e x i c a n  s e tt le r ?
a )  A  b i b l e
b)  A  ro s a r y
c )  T h e  o t t e r  p e lt

6 .  T h e  B e a r  F l a g  Re vo l t  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  of  S o n o m a . 

Tr u e  o r  Fa l s e ?

7.  W h at  ye a r  d i d  Ca l i fo r n i a  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  of  M e x i c o ?

8 .  W h at  p re c i o u s  m i n e ra l  wa s  d i s c o ve re d  i n  Ca l i fo r n i a  t h at  m a ny  p e o p le 
wa nt e d  t o  c o m e  f i n d  fo r  t h e m s e lve s ?

W h at  a g r i c u l t u ra l  c ro p s  b e c a m e  re a l ly  i m p o r t a nt  i n  S o n o m a  Co u nt y ?S c ave n ge r  H u nt  P a ge  1Ca l i fo r n i a  H i st o r y  -  E le m e nt a r y



9.  W h at  ye a r  d i d  Ca l i fo r n i a  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t at e s ?

1 0 .  W h at  a g r i c u l t u ra l  c ro p s  b e c a m e  re a l ly  i m p o r t a nt  i n  S o n o m a  Co u nt y ?
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 SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
Ca l i fo r n i a  H i sto r y  A r t i fa c t  S to r y  Wo r k s h e e t 

E le m e nt a r y
N a m e :

W h at  Ca l i fo r n i a  H i st o r y  C h a p t e r  a re  my  a r t i fa c t s  fro m ?  C I RC L E  O N E

( 1 )  E a r ly  N at i ve  P e o p le s  8 0 0 0  B C E  -  1 5 0 0

( 2 )  E a r ly  S e tt le r  1 5 0 0 -1 8 0 0 s

( 3 )  S p a n i s h  M i s s i o n a r i e s ,  M e x i c a n -A m e r i c a n  Wa r,  &  B e a r  F l a g  Re p u b l i c 
1 8 0 0 -1 8 5 0 s

(4 )  G o ld  Ru s h  &  G re e n  Ru s h  M i d  1 8 0 0 s  -  m i d  20 t h  c e nt u r y

W h at  i s  my  a r t i fa c t ?  D e s c r i b e  w h at  i t  i s ,  h o w  i t  wa s  u s e d  b y  p e o p le ?

W h e re  wa s  my  a r t i fa c t  fo u n d ?

W h o  fo u n d  my  a r t i fa c t ?

H o w  d o e s  my  a r t i fa c t  c o n n e c t  t o  my  p a r t n e r ’s  a r t i fa c t ? 
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