SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

California History
Elementary - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit (Optional)

Curriculum Objective:

This curriculum focuses more broadly on California State history, and
illustrates how certain events that happened across California specifically
unfolded in Sonoma County and their impact on the communities here.
Students will engage with this history through examining specific artifacts that
represent California’s historical past. Students will then have the opportunity
to reflect on the past through an art making exercise that takes inspiration
from artifacts in the exhibit to then reimagine history themselves.

Curriculum Overview:

The curriculum starts with a tour of the exhibit giving an overview on the
significant events and communities that shaped California history, with
focused attention on (1) Early Native Peoples of Sonoma County (8000 BCE-
1500), (2) Native Peoples and Early Settler Interaction: Russians and Europeans
(1500-1800s), (3) the impact of the Spanish Missionaries on Native Peoples, the
Mexican-American War, & Bear Flag Republic (1800-1850s)and finally (4) the Gold
Rush and development of agriculture (1800 - 20th century). The curriculum uses
specific artifacts to highlight stories that bring California state history to life:
(1) Obsidian, and Mortar and Pestle, (2) a Sea Otter Pelt, (3) Maria Carrillo’s
Rosary, (4) The Bear Flag, a Miner’s Gold Scale, a Chinese deity statue.

After a tour of the exhibit, students will choose one of the chapters of
California history listed above and create their own artifact that represent
this chapter, taking inspiration from the artifacts in the exhibit. There is an
option for Day 2, back in the classroom, where students are invited to do some
historical fiction creative writing, and create a story about their artifact,
teaming up with other students who created artifacts from the same chapter,
imagining how these artifacts might be connected.

Essential Questions:

What are the key events that define California’s early history?

Who are the key communities that are at the center of these events?
What is an artifact?

How do artifacts tell a story?

Essential Vocabulary:

California, Artifact, Settler, Oral History, Native Americans, Pomo, Miwok,
Wappo, Russian Traders, European Settlers, Bear Flag, Mexican American
War, Spanish Missionaries, Gold Rush, Agriculture

California History - Elementary




SONOMA COUNTY STORIES

Curriculum Series

California History
Elementary - 2 days: Museum & In-Class Visit (Optional)

California State Teaching Standards:
Art
e 4.VA:Re8 Interpret art by referring to contextual information and
analyzing relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of
media.
e 4VA:Cn10 Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.

History:

e 4.2 Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic
life and interactions among Native people of California from the pre-
Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and Mexican rancho periods.
4.3 Students explain the economic, social, and political life in California
from the establishment of the Bear Flag Republic through the Mexican-
American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting of statehood.
4.4 Students explain how California became an agricultural and
industrial power, tracing the transformation of the California economy
and its political and cultural development since the 1850s.

Learning Segment Overview:
Day 1: Museum Visit - 90 mins

Exhibition Tour: Highlighting how California History events unfolded in
Sonoma County and the artifacts that illustrate these chapters

California History Scavenger Hunt: Students will learn more about the
California History in Sonoma County through a scavenger hunt

California History Artifact Slideshow & Activity: Students will reflect on
California’s past through creating their own artifacts inspired by what they
saw in the exhibit

Optional Day 2: Classroom Visit - 50-90 mins

Recap + Share Out: Students share highlights from the museum visit
Historical Fiction Creative Writing: Students will take their artifacts
they created at the museum and team up with other students from that
same history chapter and imagine what these artifacts might represent.
Wrap-Up + Reflection: Invite students to share their drawings and
reflections on what they learned about California history.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19X4NwYxcG0iFSlqLGrCC8FG5yBhD8mEbvk0XW_w6iv8/edit?usp=sharing

SONOMA COUNTY STORIES /\/\

California History Scavenger Hunt _ MUSEUM

Elementary ART - HISTORY
Name:

1. What stone was used by early Native Americans?
a) Jade

b) Obsidian

c) Quartz

2. What was it used for?

3. What are Native American baskets traditionally used for?
a) Given as gifts

b) For harvesting things
c) For carrying food
d) All of the above!

4. What type of animal did the Russian traders hunt almost to extinction?
Seal

a
b) Otter
C
d

)
)
) Walrus
) Whale

5. What artifact belongs to Maria Carrillo, the Mexican settler?
a) A bible

b) A rosary

c) The otter pelt

6. The Bear Flag Revolt happened in the town of Sonoma.

True or False?

7. What year did California become a part of Mexico?

8. What precious mineral was discovered in California that many people
wanted to come find for themselves?
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9. What year did California become a part of the United States?

10. What agricultural crops became really important in Sonoma County?
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SONOMA COUNTY STORIES
California History Artifact Story Worksheet

Elementary
Name:

What California History Chapter are my artifacts from? CIRCLE ONE
(1) Early Native Peoples 8000 BCE - 1500
(2) Early Settler 1500-1800s

(3) Spanish Missionaries, Mexican-American War, & Bear Flag Republic
1800-1850s

(4) Gold Rush & Green Rush Mid 1800s - mid 20th century

What is my artifact? Describe what it is, how it was used by people?

Where was my artifact found?

Who found my artifact?

How does my artifact connect to my partner’s artifact?
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